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Abstract. In a commercial space, the range of interior plants can be very different. Depending on the 
destination of the area there can be used plants from those with a small frame to those of a 
considerable size. In this paper we suggested the usage of the ornamental plants for the interior 
decoration of the “Iulius Mall” building in Timisoara as described below. In areas where meals are 
served or in open-spaced cafés the usage of large species, such as palms and fig trees is recommended. 
The chosen species for the vicinity of play areas should be of the blooming type in order to cheer the 
children up. The remaining space in the commercial center will be decorated by ornamental plants 
chosen based on their light preferences. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Out of the wish of surrounding ourselves with „beauty” in our everyday life, 
gardening in the broad sense of the word has become increasingly popular because it is a 
relaxing activity that increases our sense of a well-being and creates pleasant, harmonious 
visual-aesthetic effects. 
The activities of cultivating, maintaining and dispositioning the plants not only 
indoors but outdoors too, led to the development of specializations such as landscaping, 
ambient design, ikebana, feng-shui asf., activities in which the accent is on the esthetic aspect 
and on the utility of plants in the human life (Mioulane et al., 2004). 
As a source of information and inspiration for this planning proposal, existing malls 
from different cities of Rumania were used, such as those of Timişoara, Arad, Cluj-Napoca 
and Bucharest. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The planning proposal consists out of the usage of indoor ornamental plants for the 
relaxation area that is located directly in the “heart” of the shopping center, for the areas 
designed for food consumption, for the open spaces that have large free surfaces and are 
surrounded by shops, for restaurants and cafes (Perspective 2, 4, 5, 6, 8). Spaces and utilities 
such as those mentioned above are present in any large shopping centre. 
The total surface area for the new interior design is of 1823 sqm and it has the shape 
of a long corridor with a semicircle-shaped end. The building has 2 levels and the access to 
the second floor consists out of escalators. 
The roof consists partially out a metallic structure and windows to allow light to enter 
and have a similar look to that of greenhouses. This promotes a good plant development 
because of the presence of natural light. Maintaining the utility for which the space was 
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created – that of a dining area, the surface was divided in such a way as to make the most out 
of its size and  there were introduced some decorative construction (Fig.1). 
As such, the first idea was the construction of a plasterboard wall in the area under the 
escalator (Perspective 1). This space is almost always unused, lost and empty. The wall 
mentioned will have an ornamental feature because of its role in supporting a vertical garden 
(Beazley, 2006). 
The second idea is the construction of a reflecting pond, that together with the vertical 
wall will serve as a focus point in the designed space and it will also be placed approximately 
in the central area of the new interior design. The reflecting pond will flow through the space 
like a river and will end with a water fountain (Perspective 1, 2, 7 )(Toma, 2005). 
 
 
Fig. 1. Materials and furniture used from planning 
 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS     
 
Perspectives of planning 
 
Fig. 2. Perspective 1      Fig. 3. Perspective 2 
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Fig. 4. Perspective 3     Fig. 5. Perspective 4 
 
 
 
Fig. 6. Perspective 5      Fig. 7. Perspective 6 
 
Fig. 8. Perspective 7      Fig. 9. Perspective 8 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 Given the beneficial effects of ornamental plants on human health, on their psyche and 
physique, there was suggested the planning of a sitting area in a given space together with 
decorative plants in a multi-purpose shopping center. 
Nowadays, hypermarkets and shopping centers where one can find everything he 
needs, gain more and more popularity and land. 
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This design suggestion is based on a sitting and relaxation area destined for the 
modern society human, who is increasingly busy und hurried. The aesthetic qualities of the 
space will be created with ornamental plants, plants that also have benefic effects upon the 
visitors.  
A space with a certain similarity to a jungle was created; the vegetation is lush and 
abundant and is contrasting beautifully with the luxury and modernity of the shopping mall 
interior. The architecture of the building and the interior finishes contrasts with the exotic, 
wiled images of the plats that alludes a feeling of jungle primitivism and so creates harmony.  
 As a result the artificially created space contrasts with the atmosphere created by the 
great amount of plants. The hope in which this composition was made was to show and 
highlight the importance of plants and floriculture in human life. 
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